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MONEY-CURKENTS, 
eur money concerns is worth noticing—for we be- 
lieve that the like has not existed for several years. 
It is notorious, that the general course of trade be- 
tween Baltimore and the cities of Philadelphia and 
New-York, is decidedly in favor of the latter places 
——but now, so it is, that, if the Baltimore banks 
do not absolutely refuse to receive the bills of the 
banks of Phijadelphia and New-York, they take 
them very sparingly, and as a matter of favor to 
their customers, Indeed, so great is the amount of 
their funds eastward, that notes offered for discount 
have been refused, unless the owners would take 
checks.on Philadelphia, which, hitherto, it was 
rather a favor to receive, and they could not often- 
times be obtained. Wedo not pretend to account 
for this money-current—but we suppose that its 
former course will soon be restored. 

‘Squat.r!’ The Democratic Press says that large 
orders have been received in the United States, for 
the purchase of Zussian hemp, on account of the 
British government—in consequence of which that 
article has risen 25 percent. If the editor is not 
misinformed, that fact would shew that war is ex- 
pected between Russia and Great Britain. The 
latter, we always supposed, would support her 
«good allies,” the Turks: but her efforts cannot 
avail any thing, unless all Europe is set in a flame; 
an event much desired by certain Christian politi- 
cians. 





“THE BALANCE OF TRADE.” We have received a 
copy of the statements that accompanied the letter 
of the secretary of the treasury, of the 23d Jan. 
ult. and published in page 356 of the last volume 
of the Ree1ster. They make an 8vo. pamphlet of 
165 pages, besides several ponderous tables—and, 
by abstract or extract, a sufficient view of their 
contents shall soon be presented to answer all ge- 
neral enquiries; and the facts set forth are of an 
interesting nature, though the great purpose in- 
tended to have been accomplished by such state- 
ments may have failed—which was to shew the 
balance of trade. 

At the close of the letter referred to and which 
is prefixed to those exhibits, the secretary of the 
treasury informs us that the imports of the year 
which ended, on the 30th September, 1821, were 
valued at $62,585,724; and the exports for the 

Same time at $64,974,382—on which he makes no 
sort of comment. The returns from the custom- 
houses gave him those items, and it was his duty to 
lay them before congress and the nation. 

But-- when the editors of the “National Intelli- 
gencer” published the letter alluded to, they 
proudly told us, that “the most important fact” 
contained in it was, that the exportsfrom the Unit-. 
ed States for the said year, “exceeded the imports by 
two millions four hundred thousand dollars” —italicis- 
ing the words as in the preceding, that every body 
might be convinced of the prosperous state of our 
country! This glorious ‘and most important fact” 
was greedily seized upon by all other printers and 
publishers in the United States, whose notion of 
right or dusiness it is to keep up the impost systex: 
at the cost of the free laborers of our country; and 
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The present condition of} 


the glad tidings rolled triumphant from Maine to 
Georgia—though, perhaps, no one really believed 
that the balance of trade was in our favor. Some 
one at Washington, who makes articles for the 
‘Franklin Gazette,” at Philadelphia, said, in that 
paper of the 16th ult.—“I have frequently men- 
tioned to you the subject of the balance of trade, 
and recently adverted to the custom-house returns, 
shewing, in the circle of trade, that the balance is 
in our favor,” to <he amount of 2,388,658 dollars,”” 
He then adds, “Thus it appears [yes, appears/} 
that we are not going to ruin quite as fast as some 
croaking politicians would have persuaded us; and 
that, on the whole, the present system of trade is 
a very good one.”” 


On seeing this, “I said to myself’? I am one of 
those that he is rapping over the knuckles, and F 
thought that I could tell the exact amount which 
he receives of the pudlic money, the candle-ends 
and cheese-parings excepted, and fully agreed 
that the “present system of trade” suited him (as 
it does all the office-holders) “very well:” but as I 
had smiled at the paragraph from the “National In- 
telligencer,” and laid it aside that it might get cool, 
I put the article from the “Franklin Gazette” in 
the same pile, with a perfect assurance in my own 
mind that I should have occasion to bring them 
forth in the manner that I now adopt to explain 
them: for common sense told me that the rate of 
exchange on England, as high as from 8 to 12 per 
cent. premium, during the year stated, conclusive. 
ly indicated that the balance of trade was against 
us.* That, even if the facts drawn from the custom 
houses shewed a fair nominal balance in our favor, 
there were dozens of things that should be taken 
into consideration, as‘opposed to a real existence of 
such balance—such as the amount paid on exe 
change, the different costs that belong to the pur- 
chase of goods in a foreign country that do not ene 
ter into an honest invoice to establish their value 
at our custom-houses, the frauds on the revenue 
by dishonest invoices and smuggling, the value of 
goods lost or damaged by shipwreck, bad weather 
and the like, (which, whether proceeding from or 
coming into the United States, have effect to in- 
crease the amount of export as compared with the 
value of the import, though individuals suffer), and. 
insurance paid in foreign countries for the safe 
transport of goods—all which, if rightly put tos. 
gether, would shew an dmount of not less than 
eight or ten millions, and, perhaps, much more, as 
we may attempt to exhibit in probable detail here. 
after. 


But our object now is to draw the attention of 
our readers to the “balance” that appears in our 
favor, that they may know of waat that balance 
was made. The documents do not pass into the 
hands of many persons, and I venture to say that 
what.I am about to state will be news io three- 
fourths of the members of congress themselves! 


— 


*The exchange is now nearly FirrEenN per cent. 
against us, and “the balance of trade in our favor’’ 
is shewn by dray loads df silver, because the stock 
of gold is exhausted, paSsing through our streets 
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In the year ending 30th Sept. 1821, we imported— 
Of goid and silver coin and bullion,* the 
value of 


$8,064,000 
Other articles, of all descriptions 


594,521,724 








: $62,585,724 

In the same year we exported— 
Of gold and silver coin and bullion $10,478,059 
All other articles 54,496,323 
$64,974,382 


‘And'the amount of imports being taken from 
that of the exports, shews the proud balance of 
2,588,658 dollars in our favor, created by the ex- 
port of 2,417,059 dollars in gold and silver more 
tian ‘we received of those metals. Without mean- 
ing to pun on the fact, this may well be called a 
precious balance, indeed!—and would cause one to 
laugh, if a body could laugh at such an exhibit of 
the prosperity of his country, in its present good 
system of trade. But it is not a laughing matter. 
if the tables prove any thing, they prove that near. 
ly two millions and a half of specie were drawn 
from the circulation and use of the people of the 
United States, in the year 1821. 


To proceed—this balance by no means exhibits 
the real state of the case. The imports of the 
precious metals was much more in silver than in 
gold, and tise export, perhaps, more of gold than 
in silver; for the reason that an Eagle, in London, 
will purchase about as much as eleven Spanish or 
American dollars. Some our merchants have paid 
tén dollars and sixty or seventy cents, in silver for 
Eagles, to export to England, and put funds there 
to draw bills upon, as « mere transaction of buy- 
ing and selling money or what passed as such; and 
if is perfectly understood, that large quantities of 
dollars have arrived here from Jamaica, &c. for the 
express purpose of being invested in gold—-the 
comparative value of those metals differing in Eng- 
land trom what it is in the United States—the rea- 
gon or right of which it is not our present intention 
to examine; it is sufficient that the fact is as we 
have stated it, to shew where the “balance of 
trade” lies. But this is not all: many persons who 
export specie, for many and manifest reasons, would 
conceal the fact; but those who import it would 
rather proclaim it as a matter to their credit—and 
besides, to import is popular, and to export un- 
popular. I have heard a merchant engaged in the 
collection of gold tor the British market, denounc- 
ed as being an unprincipled villian for it, by one 
who ought to have known that the transaction was 
a fair mercantile one, and who would, on other 
Occasions, say “let trade regulate itself,” 2s I told 
him atthe time, The trade, as a trade, is as rightful 
as any other—and the current of the precious me. 
tal most valued at the great mart of commerce, 
shews where the profit of such commerce centres. 
So that, taking the tables together, they exhibit lit. 
tle to shew us really what the balance of trade is, 
or, so far as they go, indicate that it is decidedly 
against us. Nearly one half of our imports are 
from Great Britain and her territories, and thi- 
ther also, one half of our exports appear to go: 
the nominal amount of the one is not materially 
different from that of the other, still there is sure- 
ly a balance in favor of Britain, when 114/ sterl- 





*The bullion imported or exported is a small 

item—but included for the sake of precision. 
{See documents No. 39, pages 60 and 63, 
+The same, pages 164 and 165, 


r 


ing in the United States, will oniy purchase goods 
of the value of 100/ in Great Britain. This siews 
that the nominal amount of goods, reciprovaliy ex- 
ported or received, has little to do with the real 
value of such goods at their respective places of 
delivery, to say nothing of the great sums wiich, 
for public stocks or on private account, we owe 
to British subjects. There is no exchange in our 
favor to balance this high premium against us; and 
there cannot be a doubt that the balance of trade 
is severely adverse, even if regulated by dollars 
and cents, which have less to do with positive profit 
or loss than most persons imagine—such profit or 
loss being ascertained by the amount of subsistence 
or comfort that they afford or deny. Thus—if 
what may be cailed profit acquired, enables a man 
to drink Madeira wine that would prefer whiskey 
and water, he may really be a loser of enjoyment 
by it; and, on the other hand, a loss sustained that 
prevents a man from drinking wine who ought to 
drink whiskey, may be a real gain to him—and so as 
to necessaries as well as luxnries or comforts; the 
measure of their value only remotely depending on 
the amount of money expended to procure them. 
To speak in the plainest terms—fifteen doliars in 
silver that will purchase rice enough to support an 
Fast Indian for twelve months, is as much to that 
person as sixty or more dollars to an American, 


'that wilt only enable him to purchase as much 


bread and meat as will sustain bim twelve months. 
How then would the “balance of trade”’ stand be- 
tween those two persons, if regulated only by dol- 
lars? But this is a digression, and belongs more 
properly to amuch weighiier subject than that we 
are treating of. 

'o conclude—the editors of the “.Wational In- 
telligencer” and of the “Franklin Gazette,” having 
told the people that there was a balance of trade 
in our favor, are bound to let them know, and to 
thank me for the discovery, that that balance cen- 
sisted of eagles, half-eagles, and dollars, drawn out 
o the domestic circulation of the United States, to 
be exported to foreign paris, to purchase articles 
which our own commodities and the labor, Fc. ex- 
pended on their transport will not pay for; and say, 
that, as nobody eats or drinks, or is kept warm by 
clothes made out of gold or silver, these metals, 
leaving one country for another, furnish evidence 
that the labor of the receiving is more profitable 
than that of the exporting country, or that the lat- 
ter is in a state of vassalage to the former, I repeat 
it—I think it is their duty to say, that the balance 
they spoke of was more than composed of specie 
sent off to pay for foreign commodities. This is 
the truth—and I hope that they will meet it without 
being ashamed of it. 

Catcutation! The editor was some time ago 
favored with a letter froma correspondent in the 
interior of New York, after the manner of what is 
stated below; in the belief that it would give him 
pleasure to be informed that a “plain farmer” of 
that part of the country, had seriously turned his 
attention to the subject of taxation. 

It appears that his family consists of six persons 
—himself, his wife and four children, well grown 
up, exclusive of hirelings. He is a hard worker, 
but a good-liver, and keeps every thing snug 
about him; but it is evident that the schedule of 
his purchases for a “winter’s supply” must have 
fallen much short of the whole quantity of such 
goods consumed;—however, it goes to shew certain 
facts which every farmer ought to reflect deeply 





upon: and if every one of this invaluable class, 
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when they visit our cities to make purchases for 


the supply of their families, would make similar es- 
timates—they would feel the falsity of the often 
repeated story that it is commerce which furnishes 
the revenue: a tale which has been told over so 
many times that seme of those who first invented 
the gross imposition, perhaps, believe it now to be 
true. 

Extract. ‘Just before the hard-weather began, 
one of my neighbors transported his wheat, &c. 
to , and, having disposed of his products, 
according to his custom, he laid-in a partial supply 
of goods for the winter. On his return home he 
made out a curious exhibit of tlfeir cost, which I 
copy and send to you, together with « notice of 


his remark at the time. 
Price of articles.“ tax thereon. whole cost. 
§.32 1,68 © 





56 Ibs. su 8 7.00 
#2 Ibs. coffee 2.88 60 3.48 
1 Ib. hyson tea 75 40 1.25 
2 Ibs. souchong do. 1.25 25 1.50 
1-2 lb. pepper 21 4 25 
3 doz. tumblers 80 (about) 20 1.00 

- 2 doz. plates 1.00 20 1.20 
1 doz. knives and forks 1.60 40 2.00 
3 bush. salt 1.75 50 2.25 
2 gals. F. brandy 3.46 1.04 4.50 
2 gals. L. wine 3.00 1,00 400 
1 gal. J. spirits 1.02 48 1.50 
3 gals. molasses 1.35 15 1.50 
9 yards of cloth 36.00 9.00 45.90 
3 vest patterns 2.40 60 3.00 
18 yards of calico 3.30 (about) 1.20 4,50 
36 do. linen 15.48 2.52 18.00 
10 yards of flannel 4.20 80 5.00 
12 pair of stockings 4.80 1.20 6.00 

22.26 


«And here I stopped, said my neighbor,” finding 
that 1 had paid twenty-two dollars and twenty-six 
cents in taxes” —not because I had obtained all that 
my family wanted, but because I could not spare any 
more money, and might get some articles on as 
good terms nearer home, as convenience permit- 
ted: resolving at the same time, that I never would 
pay such taxes again, and discovering that at least 
fifty dollars a year had been taken out of my 

ocket, for many years past, without my consent.” 

Note by the editor. The little table given above 
is not exactly as it wasstated by the farmer, though 
‘the principle of the thing is maintained. In no 
item is any thing like extravagance displayed— 
the groceries would not half supply a decent fami- 
ly of six persons during a winter; the amount of 
liquors is quite small, only Ave gallons in all. The 
cloths, &c. allow one suit to the father and his two 
sons, only one frock and ene under garment to his 
wife and daughters, and one change of linen and 
stockings for each person in the family-—which to- 


. gether, would require additional articles of dress 


to perhaps an amount quite equal to that which is 
laid out asthe winter’s supply. And I venture to 
say, that every good-/iver in the United States, with 
a family of six persons, if they were to use foreign 
goods exciusively, could not pay less in taxes 
than fifty dollars a year. I myself pay about se- 
venty, though I am at war with the system—being 
compelled, as it were, yet a while, to purchase ma- 
ny foreign commodities. 





ABOUT MEN’S BRAINS—AND 80 FOrTH. During a 
certain battle, a person was killed by a cannon 
ball and his brains scattered over many others near 
him. One of these looked very grave at the oc- 
curence, and, being asked if he was frightened? 
said, “No—-I am only thinking how it was that a 
fellow with so great a quantity of brains should 
have been engaged in an affair like this!” So 


. it seems, by this cool sort of reasoning, that the 


quantity of a man’s brains may not prevent him 


from getting into difficulties; and we are led to 
think that some are more influenced by their 
passions or interests than the amount of their 
brains, as a measure of their judgment; and this is 
also supposed to depend on the heart, the nearest 
way to which is said to be down the throat!—the 
modus operandi of this is too well known to require 
an explanation, i. 
I have not taken «medical advice” on the sub- 
ject, but have sometimes almost thought that men’s 
brains wie be located in their bellies—-seeing that 
if you affect the belly youso often affect the brain. 
‘Thus, because I recommend economy in the pub- 
lic expenditure, every officer inthe United States 
who knows himself to be [nearly] useless, appre- 
hends that his belly is in danger, and “cudgels hi: 
brains” to make me out an Ishmaelite-—-whic 
makes me feel quite unhappy, very unhappy, in- 
deed! Thesame principle is applied by some that 
ought not to apply it, who make out persons as 
enemies of different institutions or departments, 
if they attempt to reform abuses in them, though 
with an entire view by reforming to preserve 
them. If I should say to the secretary of the 
treasury, “sir, your calculations of revenue are fal- 
lacious,” I must stand as opposed to him by many 
of the belly-brained gentry. If about the collec- 
tion of the customs, that one hundred or one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars might be saved, 
without detriment to the public service——surely I 
am an enemy to the gentlemen who gather taxes 
from the people. If of the secretaries of war 
or of the navy—“gentlemen, your establishments 
are too costly for the present condition of the na- 
tion; cut then down to the lowest point you can, 
consistent with their efficiency-—especially by the 
discharge of useless or incompetent officers and 
agents”’——bless us, what a working of brains would 
be produced!—I should be called a hater of the 
army and navy, though I have done as much, if 
not more, than any other writer to make them po- 
pular and keep up what is good in them, acquired 
at so great an expense to the nation, But— 
“there’s no joking with the belly,”—-and a pres- 
sure on i/s brains can hardly be tolerated. 

As to myself, I do not care what such brained 
people say of me. I speak now the language that 
{ used in the year 1798, and then it was fashiona- 
ble with many that have forgotten it, through 
a change in the seat of their brains—these having 
been transferred from the head to the belly. - But 
the body of the people will act consistently and 
love economy, witheut niggardness, in the admi- 
nistration of their affairs. Allhuman establishments 
demand occasional gleanings, for it is their nature 
to be over-run with tares; and, if they are not 
plucked out, the whole may perish through the 
operation of force, which destroys the good with 
the bad, and will not discriminate. Every body 
says that retrenchment must take place, but two 
persons will hardly agree how they shall proceed 
to bring it about. One will preserve the civil list, 
including its items for foreign intercourse in ertenso 
—another will not lessen the patronage of one 
of the secretaries, though both agree that some- 
thing must be‘done: and their opposition may easily 
result in real injury to all, by refusals ,to reform 
this or that department. The public expenditure 
must be reduced to the standard of the public re- 
venue, or the latter be raised to the standard of 
the former, and force will accomplish what discre- 
tion should perform. 

There is a growing disposition in congress to re- 





form abuses; and, if reform is resisted or evaded 
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much longer, a severe cutting down will take place 
The real friends of our national establishments see 
this—experience has taught them to guard against 
destruction by the exercise of caution; and I have 
no. hesitation in believing that the most faithful 
supporters of the army or navy, for examples, are 
those that are must zealous for a reduction of the 
amount of monies expended on them. 1 arrive at 
this conclusion from an examination of my own 
heart—being willing to allow to others the same 
honesty of motive which I know influences my own 
conduct. This expression of a belief will become 
prophecy ina stort time, unless these persons ef- 
tect reformation,—if it pleases Providence that 
there shall not be a general war, or extensive fa- 
mine, in Europe, by which the government of the 
United States may have financial prosperity, and 
the people be led again into extravagance ftound- 
ed on the miseries of their fellow men. 

Concress. Some of the members are looking to 
an early adjournment—infuenced by widely dif- 
ferent motives. A part, because it would prevent 
the teking up of certain important subjects—ano- 
ther part, for the reason that they are hopeless of 
doing any thing good. That the national legisla- 
ture has been long enough in session, no one will 
pretend to deny—but if 1 was asked, what business 
had been transacted? one would be much at a lossto 
guess how the members have been employed. It 
is true, we might say, that some had talked a consi- 
derable quantity and sometimes quite warmly— 
that they had otherwise killed time with muth per- 
severance, and closetted themselves frequently and 
saucussed much to manujacture a president of the 
United States—which, by the bye, is a branch of 
domestic industry greatly encouraged in the “ten 
miles square,” and engages much of the talents of 
the nation for intrigue. And, because nothing im- 
portant has been done, it may be a reason why no 
important thing should be attempted. Mr. Ran- 
dolph is for breaking up at once—even without 
passing the usual appropriation bills to pay the 
“public paupers and pensioners” in office, as he de 
nominated the consumers of revenue. But we 
hope that, instead of looking to a speedy adjourn- 
ment, the time that has been wasted may be redeem- 
ed by thinking rather than talking on the public 
business. For verily, it congress should adjourn 
now, it would have been better if they had not 
met, except for one day, to have passed a general 
law to authorize the different departments to take 
as much money out of the treasury as they pleas- 
ed-—provided always, there was enough of it to sa- 
tisty them all, and that they could agree upon adi- 
vision of it. 

So far as my observation has extended, (and I 
have the pleasure to consider several of the dusi- 
mess-men in congress as my friends), there are few 
s tuytions in which a thinking person can be placed, 
tha: is more irksome than a writer’s residence at 
Wa-hington, when the time of a session is wasted 
as the present one has been. They are oftentimes 
ready to pack up their baggage and depart, without 
ceremony—and nothing restrains them from it but 
the consideration that if all, who are influenced by 
like feelings, should pursue the same conduct, more 
harm might be suffered by doing than by not do- 
ing business. But, judging by the appearance of 
the members, at different periods since I have had 
some knowledge of our congresses, it seems pretty 
plain to me that the amount of sober-looking, busi- 
ness-doing faces, has much diminished, and Is, per- 
haps, yearly declining; while the amount of unre- 


————— 


flecting-countenarnces has been on the increase.— 
It is true, a persen is not to be judged by his looks; 
but we cannot help yielding up somethimg to the 
physiognomy of men. Perhaps, there is as much 
speaking talents in the national legislature now, as 
at any other period—as much ability to ¢xamine 
into theories and adjust disputed points of doctrine; 
but the fruits of experience and the sound judgment 
that results from practice, are wanted—it may be, 
self-excluded by the preponderance of the vther 
party, which worries and wears out the patience of 
their thinking colleagues. There are good mem- 
bers from each section of our country, zealous for 
the despatch of business—but that there are too 
many talkers and tuo few thinkers, is manifest te 
every man. We thus suffer damage, perhaps, as 
a tost to the nation, for its admirable system of 
representation; but this would be much 
lessened, if the people in their several districts, 
would act discreetly and prefer the strong-minded 
man to the glib-tongued: but there is a sort of lo- 
cal pride that too often gives a preference to the 
latter—what signifies it to send a man to con 
unless he makes a speech that fills 6 or 8 columns 
in the “National Intelligencer?” The people like 
to see that their members “cut a figure,” whether 
the figure is worth any thing or not. We must 
correct this vulgar and destructive error. Arepre- 
sentative should be able to express his opinion 
when necessary. and the plainer it is done the bet- 
ter. Franklin, the printer, and Sherman, the shoe- 
maker, would have succeeded as badly in making set- 
speeches, as our sophomoric orators would fail in at- 
tempting to reason with such men. 

To return to the subject. Though the chairman 
of the committee of ways and means has acknow- 
ledged that any calculation about the revenue must 
be “fallacious,” it is determined that no present 
attempt shall be made to establish it on a perma- 
nent basis; and the main thing that interests that 
committee is the ways of expending, not the means 
of acquiring money. But there are many other 
things of much importance to the people, that 
might engage the attention of congress—a reduc- 
tion of the cost of several branches of the public 
business, to prevent a waste of the public money 
on useless persons—a revision of the tariff, with a 
view to increase the revenue—and the enactment 
of some laws to protect the national industry, as 
applied to the production of bread stuffs and meats 
for the supply of those who are engaged in the 
manufacture of iron, wool, &c. &c. Is it not to be 
feared, nay, is it not probable, that thishasty stir 
about an adjournment, after so great a waste of 
time, may not have for its purp 9se to prevent the 
latter subject from being taken up or considered 
at all? The bankrupt bill, though not expected to 
pass, has had a patient investigation—the object 
of that bill is to telease persons from the payment 
of their debts: but the matters which relate to the 
national industry, to enable the people to create 
value to pay their debts, are denied a hearing!* If 





*I am afraid that some then incomprehensible 
expressions that I heard at Washington, early in 
January last, are about to be explained by the sub- 
jects brought up for piscussies in congress—in- 
stance the bankrupt law. That some are sincerely 
favorable to its passage, cannot be doubted; but 
does any one of these really believe that it will 
pass at the present session? Stillthe debate con- 
tinues, and when the speaking about it is to have an 
end, no one can guess. Is it impossible that the 


| friends of this law are made the agents of another 
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this is patriotic or praise-worthy, we cannot under. 
stand the meaning of terms. A very numerous bo- 
dy of people, who, aided by machinerys create a 
value far superior in amount to the value of all our 
products exported, are not listened to, though they 
ask only some degree of that protection and en- 
couragement which is afforded to other and not 
more deserving classes of theirfellow citizens. A 
few wretches in Cuba have depredated on our 
commerce, and, it may be, robbed our merchants 
of halfa million of dollars, more or less— and we are 
quite willing, every body is willing, to spend an 
equal or superior amount to break up the business 
or keep them in check. Nay, we have gone even 
so far as to land on the shores of a foreign country, 
attack the inhabitants and set their houses on fire 
and the whole of us justify the proceeding, and 
will justify it, even though it should cost usa war, 
——as it ‘might or would do, if Spain was able 
to wage it, unless such acts were disavowed and 
indemnification made for the property destroyed, 
&c. If congress should rise without doing some- 
thing for the protection of commerce thus assailed, 
(if the powers already vested in and exerted by the 
executive are deemed insufficient), what an outcry 
should we have—yes, and J would join in it—— 





interest, to prevent discussions that might result 
in the passage of laws?—or, to suppose, if the bank- 
rupt bill should receive the ‘<go-by,” that affairs in 
Florida may not be brought up to occupy the time, 
or to disgust the members so that they will agree 
to a precipitate adjournment? I merely suggest 


these things, that those more able than I am to lift | 


the veil, may ascertain the motives by which men 
are governed. 

The proposed time of adjournment is too far off 
or too close at hand: too far off, if it is resolved 
that nothing shall be done—too close, if it is in- 
tended to do any thing more than vote away mo- 
ney. 

Since the above was written, we have received 
the “National Intelligencer” of Wednesday, which 
says—“‘We have said, that it is next to impossible 
that the state of business in the house of represen- 
tatives can allow of an adjournment on the first 
Monday in next month. Let the reader judge. 
There are now on the list of orders of the day— 
that is, of propositions referred to committees of 
the whole house for discussion—one hundred and 
three in number; and there is, of propositions yet 
before committees or yet to be originated, at least 
anequalnumber. To adjournin a month, the house 
must finally dispose of six or eight of these sub- 
jects, (some of them of great importance), in one 
day, or they must leave them untouched and ne- 
slected, Further, the number of the petitions pre- 
sented to the house of representatives, since the 
commencement of the present session, yesterday 
inclusive, is twelve hundred and fijly. Upon the 
whole number, there has, to this day, we believe, 
been no final decision in favor of any one of the pe- 
titioners. Admitting that there are many cases of 
petitions which are frivolous, and some which are 
fraudulent—not to speak of the large class of cases 
in which, though hard, the government cannot in- 
terfere—yet it will not be denied that, among so 
great a number, there must be not a few entitled at 
least to a hearing inthe house. There are strong 
reasons, bésides the convenience of the members, 
why the present session of congress should have 
an early termination; but it is hoped that, at the 
adjournment, there will not be three fourths of the 


business of the session left on the table.” j 


but what is the value of that commerce compared 
with the manufacture of iron, only, in a national 
point of view? {1 doubt if it is a8 one to fifty, per. 
haps not as one to an hundred. Is there only one 
class of persons that may be pirated on with impu- 
nity? It seems so. 

A small extension of protection to the manufac- 
turing classes just now, would give prosperity to all 
the grain-growing districts of the United States, 
and, in a very short time, really turn the balance 
of trade in our favor, and enable the government, 
through the increased means of the people, to es- 
tablish the public revenue on its only legitimate’ 
foundation—which is the resources of the citizeng 
of the United States; and we hope that the present. 
session of congress will not be closed without e¥- 
pressing its determination on the great subject that 
we have in view; that, as many of the elections for 
the next congress will take place in the succeeding 
autumn, the electors may clearly understand what 
it is their business to do. 

Cast or Mr. Tuomas, Jesse B. Thomas, esq. a 
senator of the United States from the state of IIli- 
hois, was employed during the last summer, by the 
secretary of the treasury, to examine into the con- 
dition of the several land offices in Missouri, Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio and Michigan, for which he received 
about 1,000 dollars, according to a statement just 
exhibited by him. The law provides that such ex- 
aminations shall be had, and the amount charged 
for the services rendered is not objected to—but 
the appointment of Mr. Thomas, at the time a sena- 
tor of the United States, has made no small stir at 
Washington, and caused the house of representa- 
tives to call upon the secretary of the treasury for 
all the papers connected with the transaction, 
which have been laid before that body and printed. 
Mr. Thomas had a letter of credit to receive money 
at the different offices as he might be entitled to 
it, at the rate of six dollars per day, and the like 
sum for every 20 miles travelled, while engaged in 
the public business. 

_ It appears, from an article published in the “Na- 
tional Intelligencer,” as a letter from a gentleman 
in Washington to his friend in South Carolina, that 
other persons, while members of congress, have 
been employed by government during the recess of 
the legislative body—that Mr. Dawson, (represen- 
tative) was appointed to carry_a treaty to F ance; 
that Mr. Smith, (senator) commissioner to hold 
a treaty with certain Indians, and Mr. Tracy, also 
a senator, was sent to inspect the N. and N. W. 
posts, by presidents Jefferson, Madison and Adams, 
The constitution may not be violated by such ap. 
pointments—but it is a “practice more honored in 
its breach than in the observance;” and we sliall be 
glad, indeed, if the public feeling is so excited that 
no one will venture to make such appointments for 
the future, unless the emergency is great, and pe- 
culiar circumstances shall render such a proceed. 
ing necessary. The purity of the legislative body 
cannot be too carefully guarded; and it is evidently 
the intention of the constitution, that a member of 
congress shail not be compensated for other ser- 


appointment from the people or the states. 

The constitution says “no person holding any 
office under the United States shall be a member 
of either house during his continuance in office.” 
Some contend that Mr. Thomas’ appointment did 
not amount to an “office”’—but, surely, he was 
vested with authority and received pay for services 
rendered; and ceuild not have taken his seat in the 
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senate, if any service was to have been performed 
at Washington, for which he should, at the same 
time, have been in the receipt of such pay: but 
this does not absolutely determine the fact, whe- 
ther he was disqualified to receive a compensation 
for services rendered during a recess of the legis- 
lature—about which “agreat deal might be said on 
both sides.” But we hope that no such a case will 
@gain occur to cause persons to speak of it. 
Forrien News. By an arrival at Charleston, 
London papers of the evening of the 5th of Janua- 
ry (one day later), have been received. The fol- 


- Vowing is a brief notice of the chief things present- 


, eu: 
‘In England, a war with Russia was talked of — 
but there was not any fluctuation in the funds— 
which is the British barometer. 

fa France, the new ministry was severely assailed. 


It had been understood that the censorship of the 


press. would be abolished, whereas certain regula- 
tions, in substance as follows, were offered to the 
chamber of deputies:— 

Art. 1.—No journals except those which at pre- 
sent exist, can henceforth appear without the au- 
thority of government, 

Art. 2.--The offences of the journals against indi- 
viduals, will be prosecuted in the ordinary manner. 

Art. 3.--In case the spirit or general tendency of 
any journal or periodical writing shall be of a nature 
to injure the public peace, or the respect due to 
the religion of the state, or to the other religions 
recognized in France, or the authority of the king, 
or the stability of constitutional institutions, the 
royal courts, within the range of whose jurisdiction 
these journals are published, shall have the power 
in solemn audience, to suspend the said journals or 

even to suppress them. 

Art. 4.—If, in the interval of the session of the 
chambers, grave circumstances should momentarily 
render insufficient the measures of guarantee and 
repression at present established, the censorship 
shall be immediately restored to activity in virtue of a 
royal ordinance, counteriigned by three ministers. 

The 5th article only states that the provisions of 
the former law, not repealed, shall remain. 

On the reading of this project of a law, it is said, 
the liberals showed a violent disapprebation. The 
right side testified no feeling, and only called out 
scorder!” Discussions of the most violent character, 
and most vital importance, are expected to take 
place. Many of the royalists are dissatisfied with 
the executive conduct of ministers, and their legis- 
lative wisdom is not likely to re-inspire confidence. 

M. de Cazes was expected at Paris, to oppose 
ministers in the peers. 

In Spain, the cortes have attributed the disorders, 
in part, to the conduct of the ministers, and re- 
urged their dismission. 

Of the affairs of Russia and Turkey, it is said that 
“an accidental rencontre had taken place on the 
Pruth. The report about the assassination of the 
sultan is not true. The emperor Alexander was 
expected at Wilna. Many war rumors were afloat 
at Vienna; but it is asserted that Austria would re- 
main neutral. The Turks had ravaged and ex- 
hausted the province of Moldavia. 

The ordinary expenses of the kingdom of the 
Netherlands for 1821,,is fixed at 55,875,052 florins, 
the extraordinary at 18,688,856, besides une mil- 
Jion as a vote of credit. A bill was before the 
chambers to levy duties on importation and ex- 
portation, and on the transit of goods, 

Several of the late revolutionists of Vaples, among 


them gen. G. Pepe, have been consigned to the | 
“holy keeping” of the truly legitimate emperor of 
Austria, who has sent them to- the dungeons of 
Prague. When Napoleon, who three times had his 
foot on the neck of this stupid tyrant--why did he 
not crush it? 

We have also some news from South America. 
A gazette, to be printed in the English language, 
is proposed to be published at Caraccas. Bolivay 
has directed that 1000 dollars a year out of his sala- 
ry, shall be paid to the widow of a citizen—she be- 
ing reduced to abject poverty. 

Gazettes and periodical publications, pamphlets, 
&c. whether foreizn or domestic, are exempted froin 
postage in the republic of Colombia; unless the 
weight of a pamphlet, of national printing, shall ex- 
ceed four ounces, 

A letter from Buenos Ayres states the death of 
Carrera—he was carried to the spot where his bro. 
ther died, and there shot. He refused to be blind- 
folded. It is said that parts of his body were 
sent to different provinces! Ramirez had also been 
executed. Order has been restored to the interior, 
and the present administration is popular. 

An account received from Valparaiso, justifies 
lord Cochrane in his late seizure of the money col- 
lected in Peru, by San Martin. The success of the 
expedition had chiefly rested on the fleet—the 
seamen had not been paid for two years; the admi- 
ral took the money and paid them. It was believed 
that the Chilian government would justify him in 
the procedure—but he and San Martin were fairly 
at issue, and one or the other, it was thought, must 
retire from command. Chili will carry on a lucra- 
tive commerce with Peru. 

A new congress was to have met in Mexico in 
February last, to consist of 162 deputies and 29 
proxies—the deputies to be divided into two legisla. 
tive bodies of equal numbers, so that the laws which 
originate in one chamber may be revised in the 
other. It is imperative that the deputies should be 
of different classes—some of the departments, are 
required to send at least one farmer, miner, mecha- 
nic, merchant, lawyer, priest or nobleman, &c.— 
This is a singular regulation. 

All the inhabitants of New Spain, without dis- 
tinction of country or color, are. declared citizens, 
and may hold any office in the gift of the people or 
the government. 

Sucar. Several planters in Florida have already 
eommenced the cultivation of the sugar cane, on 
the river St. John’s, in the neighborhood of lake 
George, and no doubt is entertained of their suc- 
cess. 

The river St. John’s, which runs nearly through 
the whole tongue of land called East Florida, from 
south to north, is navigable for vessels of 35 tons 
the distance of 150 miles from the sea. If it were 
not for a bar at the southern extremity of lake 
George, any vessel that can pass the bar at the 
mouth of the St. John’s, might proceed up that 
river as far as it has been explored, says the ac- 
count; but the bar at lake George admits the pas 
sage of vessels not drawing more than 6 feet water. 
The lands on this great river are heavily timbered. 





ALTERED FEELINGS. A British vessel of war lately 
arrived at Charleston from the West Indies, with 
500,000 silver dollars, for that city and New-York. 
A while ago, we never heard of such an occurrence 
without pleasure, thinking that it furnished con 
clusive evidence of the prosperous state of ov! 





country—believing that specie was chiefly used be 
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tween the dealing men of different nations to adjust 
accounts and pay off balances, which could not 
be settled by a mutual exchange of commodities 
of their own growth or product. It is commonly 
the last article of trade that leaves a country —and 
will not leave any one, unless there is nothing that 
will pay a freight and assist in adjusting balances of 
Rags— brimstone—the most filthy or most 


will yield a profit sufficient to pay the cost of 
transportation. 

But now we do not feel pleased with such arri- 
vals—we know that the United States was drained 
of two millions and an half of dollars, in specie, in 
the course of the last year, and we ure to under- 
stand by such importations that they are made for 
the purpose of being exchanged for gold, though 
this may not be the case in the present instance, 
The general design cannot be mistaken, when 
gold is at about eight and an half per cent. premium, 
and Spanish dollars, until very lately, would not 
command one per cent. premium, if any; though 
at present the brokers seli them at 2}. Our ea- 
gles,Jbeing worth ten dollars and eighty five cents 
in silver, forthe British mint, have nearly all taken 
wings and flown away—yet it has been said that 
‘tthe balance of trade is in our favor!?’ 





Restrictions on TRADE. The following are cer- 
tain resolutions that were passed by an association 
in Baltimore called “the Chamber of Commerce,” 
on the 16th ult. 

“The committee to whom was referred the me- 
morial of the citizens of the borough of Norfolk, 
respecting the restriction on commerce, which was 
laid before this chamber on the 4th inst. beg leave 
to report, that they have given it, as well as the 
subject on which it treats, their most attentive con- 
sideration and r:-flection, and are deeply impressed 
with the conviction that the said memorial contains 
facts and remarés which are just; they therefore 
recommend the following resolutions: 

Resolved, as the opinion of this chamber, that the 
interest of commerce will be promoted and the re- 
venue of the country improved, by removing the 
existing restrictions on the West India trace, and 
that the shipping interest of our country will be 
greatly benefited, inasmuch as it will be the means 


articles for exportation, and of course encreasing 
the employment of our ships, and facilitating our 
intercourse with foreign nations. 

Resolved, also, as the opinion of this chamber, 
that commerce flourishes most where it is most free; 
that the importance and value of the American 
commerce will be promoted by allowing our sea 
ports to be made the depot of all foreign produc- 
tions, subject, nevertheless, to such duties, as the 
wisdom of congress may prescribe; and provided, 
that ne drawback of duties is allowed on exportation 
by any foreign vessel. 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommend- 
ed to the senators and representatives of this state 
in congress, to advocate the repeal of the laws 
passed the 18th April, 1818, and the supplement 
thereto, passsed 15th May, 1820, which constitute 
what is denominated the restrictive system. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be 
transmitted to our senators and representatives in 
congress, by the president of this chamber.” 

OP We have taken the liberty to italicise a few 
words in the 2nd resolution, viz: “that commerce 
flourishes most where it is most free,” and the part 


should be allowed on exportation by any foreign 
vessel,” That is, that commerce should. be free 
for our own vessels, but restricted as to foreign 
ones: the very thing that the laboring classes of our 
country want, for the ‘advancement of other ob- 
jects. But really, the “chamber” has strangely 
expressed its meaning; best if most free—yet re- 
stricted! ; 

We understand, however, that the merchants of 
this place, in general, disavow the preceding reso. 
lutions as expressive of their opinion on the sub- 
ject, and that a counter memorial signed by many 
of them, has been or is about to be presented to 
congress: and it is said that the “chamber” which 
decided on the important question submitted, 
was composed only of 25 persons, 13 of whom 
en for and 12 against the passage of these reso- 
utions. 


Marytann. At the late session of the general 
assembly of this state, a law passed to levy a direct 
tax of 50,325 dollars, apportioned among the seve- 
ral counties as follows: 


Allegany ° . . R442 
Frederick ° e - 2,854 
Montgomery . . : 1,022 
Washington : : - 1,474 
Charles ‘ F F 1,548 
St. Mary’s “ . . 790 
Calvert ‘ R . 482 
Prince George’s . . - 1,58 
Anne Arundel ‘ ° 1,962 
Baltimore ; : - 9,734 
Harford P . ° 1,070 
Cecil : ‘ ‘ - 41,190 
Kent e 8 ° a 84S 
Queen-Ann’s ° - 1,126 
Caroline . ‘ _ 450 
Talbot igen ae j ‘ 828 
Dorchester ., a. ° 1,102 
Somerset . é ° - 1,108 


Worcester. ° . 982 
The above is 1-5 of the late United States direct 
tax. 
By which it appears that Baltimore (city and 
county) pays nearly one-third of the whole—and, 
as this district has 6 members out of the 80 that 


. ‘ . compose the house of delegates, th ion j 
of encreasing the number, variety and quantity of | P gates, the taxation 13 


' 


one-third and the representation ove-thirteenth. 
Here is equity! Baltimore, with 6 members, pays 
nearly as much tax as twelve other counties with 
48 membets; or a decided majority of the whole 
power of legislation in the state. What a «glo. 
rious constitution!” 

It may be asked, why do you not rectify it)— 
We answer, because men “feel power and forget 
right.” We have also one-third of the free po- 
pulation of the state. But the consolation is left 
us, that the first principles of natural right are as 
much violated in Virginia as they arein Maryland 
—the Old Sarum rule of constituting legislative 
power prevailing equally in both. 


New Yor«k canats, The total receipts of the 
commissioners of the canal fund, to the 3ist of 
December last amount to $3,851,828 15 

Expenditures, 3,455,638 62 





Unexpended balance Jan. 1, 1822, $396,189 53 
The receipt for tolls on the Western canal last 
year was $20,224 S8; on the Northern canal, 
$1,386 84. The commissioners estimate that the 





that recommends a restriction, that no drawback 





tolls for the year 1822, will amount to $40,000. 
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The annual product or revenue set aside for 
these works, is estimated at 220,000 dollars, for 
the year 1822—viz duties on goods sold at auction 
115,000; duty on salt manufactured in the Western 
district 60,000; commutation for tax on steam-boat 
passengers 5000; tolls 40,000. 

The unproductive funds appropriated to the 

making of the canals, are 137,632 acres of land— 
which was chiefly given by the Holland company, 
and some by individuals to forward the work. 
_ The receipts of the last year amounted to 
1,625,501 dollars, of which 1,400,000 was by loans, 
and the sum of 50,560 as premiums thereon; and the 
expenditures were 1,246,880. 

Thus these’mighty works go on, and acquire 
strength from their own progress. 
= Vermont. A convention was lately held at Mont- 
pelier to take into consideration certainamendments 
to the constitution, proposed by the “council of 
censors.” After organizing themselves, they pro- 
ceded to business, and, before the close of the se- 
cond day, had considered and decided against the 
five alterations proposed. The convention met the 
next day to give due form to its proceedings, and, 
at an early hour, adjourned sine die. What length 
of time would such matters have consumed, if they 
had been submitted to the congress of the United 
States? Judging from the business transacted at 
the present session, we cannot believe that it could 
be accomplished in less than three months. 





PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE U, STATES 
—from a work recently published at New York. 
In the eastern diocess, composed of the states of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, of which the right rev. Dr, Griswold is 
bisiiop, the number of the clergy is as follows:— 
In Maine 2; New Hampshire 4; Massachusetts 16; 
Vermont 7; Rhode Island 6—making a total of 35 
In Connecucut, of which the right rev. Thos. 


Church Brownell is bishop, 45 
In New York, of which the right rev. Dr. John 
Henry Hobart is bishop, 85 
In New Jersey, of which the right rev. Dr. 
John Croes is bishop, 14 
In Pennsylvania, of which the right rev. Dr. 

William White is bishop, 23 
In Delaware, i} 
In Maryland, of which the right rev, Dr. Jas. 

Kemp is bishop, 55 
In Virginia, of which the right rev. Dr, Rich- 

ard Channing Moore is bishop, 28 
In North Carolina, 9 
In South Carolina, of which the right rev. 


Nathaniel Bowen, D. D. is bishop 26 
In Ohio, of which the right rev. Dr. Philander 
Chase is bishop, 
In Georgia, 

In Kentucky, 
In Louisiana, 
In Missouri, 

In Florida, 


~ 


tet et bet C9 00 


a 


Total 346 

The following compose the “house of bishops’ — 

Dr. White, presiding or senior bishop, Doctors 

Hobart, Griswold, Moore, Kemp, Croes, Bowen, 
Chase, Brownell, 

T’ ough there are only 346 clergymen of this de- 


- nomination of Christians in the United States, there 


are nearly 600 congregations; and, in some in- 
stances, one clergyman has to perform service at 
three or four different places. 





i 


YaHEe trutH. The “New York American” says 


-——“It is useless to disguise the fact, that sooner | 


or later, resort must be had to direct taxation for 
the support of government, and we are satisfied 
that the longer such a system is delayed, the more 
onerous it will be when adopted. It is both un- 
safe in practice, and unsound in theory, that the 
whole resources of a country like this should be 


} made to depend upon commercial revenue, which, 


from its very nature, is least available when most 
needed.” 











Longitude of the Capitol. 


FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 

On the 30th day of March, 1821, a joint resolu- 
tion was passed by the two houses of congress, au- 
thorizing the president of the United States to 
cause astronomical observations to be made, with 
a view to determining the longitude of the capi- 
tol in the city of Washington, from Greenwich, or 
some other known meridian in Europe, and to 
cause the data, calculations, kc. to be laid before 
congress, Mr. William Lambert having been se- 
lected to perform this service, his report thereon 
was transmitted to congress on the 8th day of Ja- 
nuary, and has just issued from the press, in a 
tract of eighty pages octavo. 

The result of all the observations, for the longi- 
tude of the capitol, is given thus: 

from Paris Obs’y, 
pit 











Prior to the 3d March, 1821 79 15 41 46 
Transit observations 79 15 42 00 
Solar eclipse of August 27, 1821. 
(Mean of two methods) 79 15 41 66 
Mean result 79 15 41 69 
from Greenwich. 
the edt 
Prior to the 3d March, 1821 76 55 30 31 
Transit observation 76 55 30 85 
Solar eclipse of August 27, 1821, 
(Mean of two methods) _ 76 55 30 45 
Mean result 76 55 30 54 





Assuming “the president’s house to be N, 70° 
W. one mile and a half and fifty feet, or 7970 feet 
from the centre of the capitol,” the longitude of 
the president’s house is thus stated: 

From Paris Obs’y. 
Mie 
79 15 41 69 
+ 193479 


Longitude of the capitol W. 
Difterence of longitude 





Longitude of the president’s house 79 17 16 48 W. 





From Greenwich, 
eo: =: ae 
76 55 SO 54 
+ 3°o6 


Longitude of the capitol W. 
Difference of longitude 





Longitude of the president’s house 76 57 5 33 W. 

“The greatest variation,” says Mr. Lambert, “in 
the several results as above stated, allowing 94,806 
yards to a degree of longitude in our latitude, is 14 
yards, 0 feet, 8 inches, from which we deduct 19 
feet, the distance at which the transit instrument 
was fixed west of the centre of the capitol, we shall 
have seven yards, two feet, eight inches. If we 
compare the mean result of all the observations 
with that which has been recorded in the abstract, 
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of calculations, heretofore furnished the two houses 
of congress, and allow the same deduction, the 
variance nearly vanishes and does not amount to 
11 inches of our admeasurement, If we admit the 
difference of the meridians of Paris and Green- 
wich, to be 2° 20’ 15” as stated in the Connaisance 
des Tems, for the present year, instead of 2° 20’ 
11” 15 dec. applied to the results of the transit ob- 
servations which have been made, the variance 
would still be less than the length ofthe capitol in 
the city of Washington, viz: 120 yards. Under 
all the circumstances in which the foregoing result 
can be viewed, allowing a small error to have been 
committed in ascertaining the reduction of longi- 
tude from a sphere to a spheriod, acccording to the 
ratio of 320 to 319, and to the distance of the me- 
ridians of Paris and Washington, it is not believed 
that it differs one quarter of a minute of longitude: 
from the truth.” 

The report of Mr. Lambert coricludes thus: 

“It has been considered the duty of the author of 
the calculations originally made, in justice to the 


ane 





obligation. Associated with the institution in its 
infancy, when, under the venerable and excellent 
colonel Williams, was laid the foundation of its fu- 
ture usefulness, 1 have never ceased to observe its 
progress from that incipient state, to its present 
advancement, with an interest which derived new 
strength from such pleasing reflections, Indeed, 
every officer who can claim any rc'ation with it, 
must have experienced congenial sentiments. Ma- 
ny of its graduates have done credit to themselves 
and honor to their country. The achievements of 
the late war have conferred a durable fame on ma- 
ny of their names; and an honorable monument now 


| stands on these plains, which exhibits’ at once an 


example for a soldier and the reward of his valor. 

‘‘fhe late marches which have been made by the 
cerps of cadets, through various sections of the 
country, have left the most flattering and favorable 
impressions behind. Wherever it has moved, the 
approbation of the public has followed. And it is 
certginly not a little prajse-worthy to a body of 
yeung men, animated by the enthusiasm and shar. 


American community, as well as to his own feel- | ing in the exuberant feelings of that age, that they 


ings and character, to exhibit to the meinbers of 
the seventeenth congress 3 detailed statement ef 
such proceedings as are explanatory of, ‘er con- 
nected with the plan proposed for the establish- 
ment of a first meridian for the United States at 
the city of Washington. The legislative and exe- 
cutive authorities of the national government will 
decide on the utility or inexpediency of erecting 
an observatory, and furnishing it with suitable in- 
struments and apparatus. Without such an insti- 
tution, the right ascension, declination, longitude 
and latitude of the moon, planets, &c. cannot be 
ascertained with sufficient accuracy; and any at- 
tempt to compute a nautical almanac, or astrono- 
mical Ephemeris, for ourselves, would be futile, 
if not preposteroug. Until an observatory be 
erected and furnished, we shall be compelled to 
rely on the labors of scientific men in Europe for 
ihe elements necessary to be used in our astrono- 
mical calculations; and it never can be in the power 
of a few individuals in this country, however lau- 
dable and persevering their exertions may be, to 
remove or lessen that dependence on foreign na- 
tions, if they do no meet with adequate encourage- 
ment and support.” 


ER cr 


Military Academy, West Point. 

Newburgh, Jan. 29. By one of the standing re- 
gulations of this institution, the commandant of the 
U.S. corps of engineers is constituted, ex-officio, 
its inspector; and is required, in the discharge of 
his duties as such, to make a thorough examination 
into all its details at least once every year. In com- 
planee with this regulation, the present chief engi- 
neer, major.general Macomb, lately paid a visit of 
inspection to the academy, and devoted nearly 
three weeks to the various objects of inquiry and 
examination. During this time, all the departments 
of instruction, and the whole system of police and 
discipline, were brought into view, and it is pre- 
sumed that a mass of information has been collect- 
ed in relation to them, which will essentially aid 
the government in perfecting the organization and 
code of the institution. 

Previously to his departure, the officers and ca- 
dets were assembled and addressed as follows: 

“As commandant of the corps of engineers, it 
becomes my duty to make occasional visits of in- 
spection to the military academy; but I am not 








should have maintained, amid so many temptations, 
such a general character for discretion and forbear- 
ance. The gentlemanly deportment which has 
likewise been equally conspicuous, though equally 
commendable, excites less surprise, and was to be 
expected from such respectable tuition and exam- 
les. 

‘ After a tour of comparative amusement and re- 
laxtion, it is gratifying to see you once more en- 
gaged in the perhaps less alluring, but more solid 
and improving pursuit of sedentary study. The 
advantage which attends the exercise of marches, 
encampments and evolutions, however great, is of 
light importance weighed in the balance with the 
result of your severer and more scientific avoca. 
tions. The profession to which you are destined, 
must be a constant lesson on these subjects; and 
however proper it may be to become proficients in 
them here, yet their want might be supplied by a 
course of military experience. But unless you are 
here deeply initiated in those sciences which di- 
rect, if they do not constitute the talents of a gene- 
ra], you may in vain endeavor to supply their defi- 
ciency hereafter. The active engagements of life 
are constantly developing and confirming the pre- 
cepts acquired in studious youth, but their crowd- 
ed and rapid occurrence affords but little leisure for 
research into the archives of recorded wisdom. It 
is here you must become mathematicians, study the 
theories of engineering, and learn the broad and 
general principles of war: it is here you must ac- 
quire the art of drawing and improve those topo. 
graphical faculties which give the coup d’cil. The 
course of your future profession may bring them 
into practice; and, perhaps, after many years, be- 
stow some of them ina degree when wanting; but, 
as you would spare yourselves this slow and uncer- 
tain process, improve the opportunity that is now 
before you. 

‘The military academy has been, and still is, the 
object of constant attention on the part of govern- 
ment. Thesecretary of war watches over its pros- 
perity with parental anxiety, and, amid all the con- 
flicts of opinion to which the army, generally, has 
been subject, this institution has been respected 
and preserved. The general advantages arising 
from it may be among the reasons which have con- 
firmed its standing. But Iam willing to attribute 
much to the conduct of its members. The soldierly, 
correct, and modest deportment which has charac- 





ted by duty more than by inclination, to fulfil this 


terized them in their various exhibitions before 
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the public, andthe higher distinctions many of them 
have acquired at occasional examinations, which 
have been made under the supervision of men, 
eminent in science and public life, by diffusing flat- 
tering prepossessions through the community, must 
have strongly influenced public opinion. That you 
may Continue to sustain the same reputation—a re- 
putation that promises alike skilful officers and 
useful citizens, 1s a wish dictated both by my pride 
in the profession and love of my country.” 





Foreign Articles. 
HAYTI. 
‘Translated for the American Sentinel, from the Port au Prince 
‘Telegraph, January 20. 
Anmversary of the 19th year of the independence of 
Mayti. 

On the evening preceding, at sun set, a dis- 
charge of 17 guns proclaimed thissolemn day. A 
similar discharge was also fired the next morning 
at sunrise. At eight o’clock, the troops of the 
garrison, in the finest order, assembled at La Place 
Petion. At 9 o’clock, the executive body and 
the judiciary, the Haytien and foreign merchants 
also repaired thither. Among these was observed 
the American commercial agent. At half past 9 
o’clock, the senate, with its president, rear admiral 
Panayoty, proceeded thither, and met the presi- 
dent of Hayti; and his excellency, accompanied 
with the general officers of the army, placed him. 
self with the senate on the altar of the country. 
A discharge of seventeen guns announced the ar- 
rival of hisexcellency. Immediately the repeated 
cries of vive independence, vive la liberte, and vive 
le resident d’Hayti! resoundea from every side.—- 
After @ moment’s pause, his excellency pronounc- 
ed a discourse with force and vehemence! We re- 
gret that we cannot insert it in our sheet, as it was 
delivered extempore. But he reminded the people 
and the army of the duties which they had to fulfil, 
in order to preserve the peace, the harmony and 
the union necessary among members of the same 
family. He concluded by the customary oath, 
which he took in these terms: 

‘We swear to the whole universe and to posterity, 
to renounce forever all foreign domination, to live free 
and independent, or die.” 

After this discourse, the same cries resounded 
through theair. The president of the senate then 
addressed the people in the following speech: 


Discourse, pronounced on the altar of the country, be- 
fore the funeral monument of Alexander Petion, 
by the senator, rear admiral Panayoty, president of 
the senate. 

Haytiens—Three centuries of disgrace have pres- 
sed on our heads; for three centuries, the children 
of Hayti groaned under the withering rod of the 
most frightful despotism; but the cry of nature 
caused itself to be heard, and the solemn day, of 
which we celebrate the 19th anniversary, that me- 
morable day in our annals, will transmit to our off- 
spring, the epoch when we swore to live free, in- 
dependent, and to renounce forever all foreign 
domination; we swore it in the presence of the Su- 
preme Being; we swore it over the mutilated bones 
of our fathers, of our wives, of our children; we 
swore it over a heap of ashes mixed with our 
blood——complaining spirits of our brothers, martyrs 
of liberty, you have heard this sacred oath; repose 
in peace in the bosom of your tombs; your blood 
has flowed for your country; your blood has been 
avenged, 


| This oath, which we renew every year, is our 


rallying word~-the palladium of glorious Hayti.—~ 
Let the present age--let all future ages pronounce, 
in the intoxication of gratitude and of admiration, 
the names of the heroes of liberty, and of the 
founder of the republic, 

I will pass in silence the causes which led to our 
emancipation; their detail would make us shudder 
with horror, and would recal painful recollections. 
The history of our country will speak of them; it 
will display to posterity truths which our traducers 
cannot deny, and which philanthropy will hear with 
sorrow. 

From the happy period of our regeneration, 
there has been seen in us a people capable of all 
the efforts and all the sacrifices which liberty and 
independerce require, Let those tremble who 
have endeavored to shake their foundations! Let 
them fly far from these shores too long imbrued 
with blood by barbarous hands, let them fly!— 
Hayti is become the asylum of oppressed virtue.— 
The sentinel, who incessantly watches for its pre- 
servation, will find in our affection his most firm 
suppose, 
where “hines the sacred fire that inflamesus. The 
slightest neglect of our duties will render us guilty 
and expose us to the greatest dangers. Let us 
proceed 1m-harmony, and let our enemies know, 
that nothing is more formidable than a people 
oppressed and driven to despair; let them know, 
that valour, courage and all the other warlike vir- 
tues are not only found in camps, but that the 
peaceable inhabitants of cities, hamlets and the 
country, when their native land is in danger, ‘will 
join in a body their brethren in arms, and} share 
their glory in expelling the inhuman aggressors 
who dared to set a sacrilegious foot on the terri- 
tory of liberty. 

Hayti! O my country! whase proud head is raised 
above thy glorious ruins, yes, though shalt be rich, 
thou shalt be powerful, from the harmony and the 
concord which shall henceforth reign among thy 
children; no longer will they tear out their bowels 
with their own hands; their blood is their country’s; 
it is for it that blood should be mingled with the 
blood of those destroyers of humanity, who, under 
the pretext of serving it, would force from a dis- 
tant shore, children from the tender cares of a mo- 


som of their families, to plunge them, in a foreign 
land, ina hateful slavery. Tyrants of the new world, 
tremble at the union which has just been produced 
among us! No, the blood of the victims of your cus 
pidity shall no longer water this sacred land. And 
thou, O sun, thou who during three centuries, hast 
shone in these countries, upon crimes the most 
unheard of; thou, powerful auxiliary, thou, the 
avenger of our elimate, will shed a gentle influ- 
ence on the labors of a free people, who, in the 
shadow of peace, give themselves up to agricul- 
ture, the arts, the sciences and commerce. 

But what do I hear, Haytiens? Far from our 
native land, beyond the seas there are generuus 
minds; I hear the voice of these apostles of our 
just cause, who, after having carried their vows to 
the foot of the throne of the Divinity, manifest 
them on earth, by anathematising in their writings, 
those dealers in human flesh, who, covered with 
the leprosy of prejudice, do not cease to outrage 
humanity and to degrade it in the eyes of nature. 
May these apostles of liberty be worthy of the tri- 
bute of our gratitude. Let us lend an ear to their 


lessons; let us be scrupulous observers of our iaws, 





attentive to all our duties; let the experience of 


Let us watch with him around the altar © 


ther, a father from his children, men from the bo-. 
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our past misfortunes serve us asa guide. Let us 
imitate those nations of antiquity, Whose memory 
would be lost in the night of ages, if they had not 
rendered themselves illustrious by their cotirage, 
their misfortunes and their virtues; let fraternity, 
union and concord, reign strictly among us; these 
are the rocks on which the efforts and the rage of 
our old oppressors will be broken. 

Around the palm tree where we are this day as- 
sembled, we ought each year to recaltoourchildren 
the outrages committed on their fathers; —around 
this sacred tree, we ought to say to them: ‘here 
sleep the mortal remains of 4lexander Petion, the 
founder of the republic; Jet this name be forever 
engraven on your hearts; let your children’s chil- 
dren repeat it with admiration and tenderness; 
here, in this very place, where you will assemble 
every year, and with a holy enthusiasm, you will 
cause these terrible words to be heard: —We swear 
to immolate ourselves on the ruins of this funeral 
monument, rather than ever submit to foreign do- 
mination.”” 

Vive la liberte! vive la republique! vive l’inde- 
pendence! vive le president d’Hayti! 

Port au Prince, Jan. 19, 1822, 19th anniversary 
of the independence of Hayti. 

At 10 o0’clock, the troops defiled, to repair to 
the cathedral, in order to hear the T'’e Dewm, and 
the president also repaired thither with his whole 
retinue. . 

After divine service, his excellency retired to 
the national palace with the same attendants. A 
grand entertainment took place in the afternoon, 
at which the greater part of the civil and military 
authorities were present. Joy and gaiety prevail- 
ed during the repast. The following toasts were 
given. 

1. By his excellency the president of Hayti— 
The glory and prosperity of the republic. 

2, By the same—The memory of the illustrious 
Alexander Petion, the founder of the republic. 

S. By the president of the senate—The presi- 
dent of Hayti—may God bless and protect his 
days, 

4. By brigadier general B. Inginac, secretary 
general—The senate. 

5. By brigadier general Thomas—-The chamber 
of commons, 

After the repas‘, the guests repaired to the pe- 

ristyle of the national palace, and enjoyed a dis- 
play of very fine fire-works. A ball, at which a 
great many of the ladies of the city were present, 
closed this day, the anniversary of which is cele- 
brated every year by the Haytiens with all the 
delight and satisfaction with which it is calculated 
to inspire them. , 
MEXICO. 
Among our Mexican Gazettes we found one con- 
taining the manifesto, or declaration of indepen- 
dence of the junta, from which we have translated 
the following. This is not exactly such a document 
as such an occasion called for; the reasoning is by 
no Means vigorous, nor, if we may be permitted to 
judge a foreign language, the stile eloquent.—The 
analogies drawn from the young birds that quit 
thé parent nest, and the young beasts which at ma- 
turity abandon their dam, appear to us both frivo- 
ious and puerile. There are no heart stirring re- 
collections in it, roused by the recital of former 
wrongs; no impassioned appeals; no solemn pledge; 
but it is nevertheless, as a manifestation of the inten- 
tions of that people decisive of its object. It as- 
serts the future independence of the “Mexican em- 


tameness, 


serted, at the period when this manifesto was issu- 


ed, may, perhaps, in fact, account for its apparent 
At any rate it is a curious document. 
M. Y. American. 
Extract from the manifesto of the provisional junta to 
the people of the Mexican empire. 
“After the long night of three ages, in which 
America has lain plunged in darknes, the aurora of 
her felicity at last burst forth; that day dawned for 
which she has sighed and which she desires may be 
perpetual:—This consummation would never have 
been obtained, if it had not been fouaded in justice, 
nor if justice herself were not to be the base of the 
government which is to consolidate it. But the 


junta has the satisfaction to announce that both 


considerations are combined in the emancipation 
which we have accomplished. 
«Nature has marked out the territories of nations 
by rivers, mountains and other boundaries, which 
establish their limits. How many states are divided 
by the Po and the Rhine, as the Alps and the Pyre- 
nees divides France from Italy and from Spain.— 
From this last, immense seas and « vast distance die 
vide America; distances which not only make them 
different as kingdoms, but establish them as belong- 
ing to two different worlds. Policy must necessari- 
ly conform to the order of nature, and as it would 
be monstrous to put in the same space the contrary 
elements of fire and water, it is equally so to unite 
in one province, people who are distinct and distant; 
especially if that difference and distance, extend 
to the extremity of the two worlds, since then it 
embraces all the contrarieties which climate can 
originate. The two vast globes, and opposite 
movements, cannot revolve without embarrasment 
upon one axis, but each requires its own; in the 
same manner, two empires of distinct and opposite 
qualities require two governments, without being 
susceptible of being united in one, which is never 
sufficient to govern both well. 
“If occasionally, the order of nature is violated, 
in departing from the boundaries she fixes, it must 
happen, as with fire inclosed in the mines, that 
an explosion will finally take place. The two 
Spains, Old aud New, or, which is the same thing, 
Castile and Mexico, which have hitherto borne 
those names, belong to distinct regions of the earth, 
to different portions of the globe, to opposite zones 
of the sphere; differences which at once evince 
the justice of their separation. If they have been 
united, as Esau and Jacob in the womb of Rebecca, 
and have long remained so; this alone, giving to 
the latter her growth, has rendered it necessary 
that they should separate, as these twins did, first 
in the maternal bosom, and afterwards in their des- 
cendants. This idea is further enforced by illus- 
trations drawn from animal nature, wherein the 
offspring, when capable of providing for itself, 
leaves its dam, the young bird its nest; and New 
Spain having arrived at the vigor of manhood, is 
bound by all analogy, it is said, to separate and 
shift for itself. This it is which justifies the inde- 
pendence of America. She bas burst, says the de- 
claration, her chains, in order to acquire liberty, 
and to withdraw herself from the yoke which em- 
barrassed her prosperity, by limiting her labor, 
her industry, her commerce, by the sole interest 
or. pleasure of the mother country ” : 
It is then generally stated, that until a meeting 
of the cortes, the laws and constitution of Spain, as 
far as they are applicable, will be the law of the 
land; and after a merited compliment to the army 
and particularly to its chief, the declaration con. 





pire,” and that having been achieved, as well as as- 





cludes with a general expression of the desire of 
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the Mexicans tocultivate amicable relations with all 
other nations—reserving, however, their choicest 
favor and highest snpivileges to the Spanish na- 
tion, trom which they sprung. This declaration 
18 signed at Mexico, 13th of October, by Antonio, 
bishop of Peubla, as president, and by two secre- 
taries. ] 
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Seventeenth Congress—first session. 
IN THE SENATE, 

March 1. Afier other business— 

Mr. ing, of New York, submitted the following 


resclution, which was read the first time. 


Resolved, That the president of the senate and the speaker of 
the house of representatives do adjourn their respective houses on 
the first Monday of April next, : j 

Mr. Findlay laid the following resolution on the 


table for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce and manufactures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting the 
importation of spirits. e : 

Mr. F. followed his motion with a speech of some 
length to shew, that a prohibition of the importa- 
tion of foreign spirits would operate very benefi- 
cially on the interests of the whole republic, par- 
ticularly on those of the grain states: that it would 
be attended with much of the good and none of 
the evil of a sumptuary law, so far as regards the 
use of ardeht spirits, kc. The resolution lies on 
the table one day. , 

The engrossed bill about the continuation of the 
Cumberland Road was read the third time and pas- 
sed. 

The senate then resumed, in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Elliott in the chair, the consideration of 
the resolution relative to an appropriation of pub- 
lic land to the old states, for education. 

Mr. Lloyd resumed the speech which he com- 
menced yesterday in support of the resolution, and 
occupied the floor about an hour. 

Mr. Edwards, of Illinois, next rose, and spoke 
nearly two hours against the resolution; when, af- 
ter remarking that he must conclude at some other 
time, if at all, what he had further to say on the sub- 
jeet, he sat down. 

* The senate then adjourned to Monday. 

March 4. Mr. King’s resolution, proposing an 
adjournment of congress on the first day of April, 
was, after debate, agreed to. 

The remainder of this day was chiefly spent on 
the bill to establish a government for the territory 
of Florida. In the course of which Mr. Walker 
offered an amendment to annex that part of the 
territory known as West Florida to the state of 
Alabama-—-which was ordered to be printed. 

March 5. The senate was occupied this day on 
the bill to establish a government in the territory 
of Florida—chiefly on the amendment proposed 


by Mr. Walker, as follows: 
“That, in case the general assembly of the state of Alabama 
shall consent thereto, all that tract of country comprehended 





Maine, Otis, Van Buren, Williams, of Tenn. Van 
Dyke, Benton, and Chandler. It was opposed, not 
on the ground of its inexpediency in principle, 


Tious reasons, be premature at this time. The 
question being taken on the amendment, it was 
decided, by yeas and nays, in the negative, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Boardman, Brown, of Ohio, D’ Wolf, Dickerson, 
Findlay, King, Alab. King, N. Y. Knight, Lanman, Lowrie, Mills, 
ee Se Ruggles, Seymour, Smith, Thomas, Walker, Wil- 

8, Miss. — ~ 

NAYS— Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Bro of Lou. 
Chandler, Eaton, Elliott, Gaillard, Holmes, of Maine, # Hoimes, of 
Miss Johnson, Ken. Johnson, Lou. Licyd, Noble, Parrott. 


Macon, 
Pi ~ Ti Vv; Vi k 3 
Ware Wille Tee ales, Taylen, ao Buren, Van Dyke 


And then the senate adjourned. 


March 6. After other business, the senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to establish a 
government for the territory of Florida. 

_ The committee of the whole, yesterday, on ma- 
tion of Mr. King, of Alabama, struck out of the bill 
the following clause of the 11th section: 

_ “No slave or slaves shall, directly or indirectly, be introduced 

into the said territory, except by a citizen ef the United States, 

removing into the said terri for actual settlement, and being 

= the ~- of == removal, fide owner é —_ slave or 
ves; and every sleve imported or brought into t id territory 

contrary to the provisions of this shall, thereupon, be enti 

to, and receive, his or her freedom. ” 4 = é 

After some debate—The question on agreeing 
with the committee of the whole in striking out 
the clause, was decided, by yeas and nays, in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Barbour, Benton, Brown, of Louisiana, D’ Wolf, 
Eaton, Elliott, Gaillard, Holmes, of Miss. Johnson of Ky. Johnson, 
of Lou. King. of Alab. Lioyd, Macon, Noble, Pleasants, Smith, 
Southard, Stokes, Van Dyke, Walker, Ware, Williams, of Miss. 
Williams, of Ten.—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Boardman, Brown, of Ohio, Chandler, 
Dickerson, Findlay. Helmes, of Maine. King, of N. Y. Knight, 
Lanman, Lowrie, Mills, Morril, Otis, Palmer, Parrott, Raggies. 
Seymour, Thomas, Van Buren.—20. 2 
Some amendments being made, the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

And, some time being spent in executive busi- 


ness, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, March1. Mr. Baldwin, from the select 
committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry inhabitants of West Florida, praying to be 
annexed to the state of Alabama, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of that sub- 
ject, and that the same be referred to a committee 
of the whole, to which is referred the Florida go- 
vernment bill; which was agreed to. 


Mr. Cannon laid on the table the following joint 
resolution: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States of America, in congress as ied, That the president of the 
senate and speaker of the house of representatives be authorized 
to close the present session by adjournment, on the thirtieth day 
of March instant. 

Mr. Tracy submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed te 


but, generally, that the annexation would, for va-_ 


within the following bounds, to wit: Beginning at the mouth of 
the Perdido river; thence, up the same, to the thirty-first degree 
of north latitude; thence, along the said degree of latitude, to the 
middle of the Chatahouchie river; thence, along the middle of the 
said river Chatahouchie or Apalachicola, to the Gulf of Mexico; 
thence, westwardly, including al} adjacent islands dependent on 
the late province of West Florida, to the place of beginning, 
shall become and form a part of the state of Alabama, and be 
subject to the constitution and laws thereof, in the same manner, 
ond ter all intents and purposes, as if it had been included in 
the original ies of the said state;” and another section 

viding for the representation of the same in the legislature of 

ma, &e. od . 
On this proposition a debate followed, which 


continued till past 4 o’clock. The amendment 
was advocated by Messrs. Walker, Kinz, of Alaba- 
ma, Smith, King, of New York, Wills, and Morril; 
and it was opposed by Messrs. Bardour, Holmes, of 


inquire into the expediency of mye ae Fm act, entitled “An 
act for the gradual increase of the navy of the United States,” so 
as to require & part of the annual appropriation to be expended 
in the construction of vessels of an inferior force to those now 
authorized by said law to be built. 

On motion of Mr. McLane, the resolution was 
laid on the table with the assent of the mover. 
The house took up the apportionment bill—the 
senate’s amendment to which makes an exception 
in favor of Alabama; the returns not being com- 
plete. Much debate took place—the right of the 
matter was admitted, but the constitutionality of the 
proceeding was doubted, and the precedent could 
not be approved of. At last, after about twenty 
speeches had been delivered, the house refused to 





agree (93 to 47) to the report of the judiciary com- 
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i which advised a disagreement to the amend- 
pareng the senate. And then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, March2. Mr. McLane, from the com- 
mittee on naval affairs, to whom was referred the 
resolution of 3d January and Sth and 6th of Februa- 
ry last, made a report upon the pe gy of pi- 
racy in the West India seas,—of which the follow- 
ing is an abstract: 

The report states, that the system of plunder in 
the W. India seas is truly alarming, and imperiously 
calls for the prompt interposition of government; 
that every mail brings such accounts of massacre 
and plunder, by the vicious and depraved of all 
nations; that, if not winked at by the authorities of 
Cuba, they are not restrained; that the dahger of 
smuggling is thereby considerably increased on our 
coast; an ample force is, therefore, recommended 
to suppress it; that the force actually employed by 
our government is, the Franklin, of 74 guns, in the 
Pacific, for the protection of our commerce in that 
quarter; that the Constellation frigate, of 36 guns, 
is in the same ocean, but ordered to return home 
upon the arrival of the Franklin; that the schooner 
Dolphin, of 12 guns, accompanies the Franklin, as 
absolutely necessary upon so long a voyage. 

In relation to the instructions for this service, the 
the committee think it would be inconsistent with 
public law and general usage to give any authority 
to destroy pirates and piratical vessels found at sea, 
or in uninhabited places. 

The committee are of opinion that it would be 
dangerous and ‘productive of great evil, to vest in 
the commanders of our public vessels an authority 
to treat as pirates, and punish without trial, even 
such persons as those above described. It is not 
necessary for the accomplishment of the object in 
view that such an authority should be given, and it 
is essentially due to the rights of all, and the prin- 
ciples of “public law, and the general usages,” that 
ihe consequnces and punishment of piracy should 
follow only a legal adjudication of the fact. 

That the frigate Constitution, of 44 guns, sloop 
of war Ontario, of 18 guns, and schooner Nousuch, 
of 10 guns, are cruising in the Mediterranean, to 
keep the Barbary powers in awe and protect our 
commerce in that sea; and it is believed that a less 
force would be inadequate for these objects. 

That the sloop of war Hornet, of 18 guns, the 
brigs Enterprize and Spark, of 12 guns each, and 
the schooners Porpoise, Grampus, Shark and Alli- 
gator, of 12 guns each, are cruising in the West In- 
dia geas and Gulf of Mexico, for the protection of 
trade, the suppression of piracy, &c.; and that the 
gun boats No. 158 and 168, are cruising along the 
coasts of Georgia and Florida, for the same pur- 
poses, 

That the frigate Macedonian is now equipping at 
Boston, and will soon sail on a cruise for the same 
object; and that it will be necessary to keep at 
least one vessel of war, either a corvette or schoon- 
er, on the coast of Africa, as the most efficient means 
for the suppression of the slave trade. 

The committee are of opinion that no part of the 
foregoing enumerated force could be withdrawn 
from the service in which it is employed, without 
detriment to the public interest, and that the force 
in the West India seas and Gulf of Mexico are in- 
adequate for the objects specified in the resolution 
referred to. 

That the rest of the force belonging to the navy, 
consisting of the Java, of 44 guns, and now unwor- 
thy of repairs; the Erie, of 18 guns; the Peacock, 
of 18 guns; Congress, of 36 guns; Guerriere, of 
‘4 guns; John Adams, of 24 guns; United States, 








of 44 guns, and Cyanne, of 24 guns, are in ordina- 
ry at the different navy yards at Boston, New-York, 
Washington and Norfolk. 

That the committee are of opinion, to afford ef- 
fectual protection to the commerce in the West Ine 
dies and Gulf of %ex:ca\, the corvettes Cyanne and 
John Adams, ang x} } of war Peacock and Erie, 
should be fittee oy¢ as soon as possible; that the - 
Erie can be fittefl out in five months, the Peacock 
in two months, the John Adams in six weeks, and 
the Cyanne in five weeks; and that the Constella- 
tion frigate, should it be thought necessary, may be 
directed, on her return from the Pacific, to cruise 
in the West India seas, though it is believed it 
would be more expensive than to build additional 
sloops of war for that purpose, which are, for many 
reasons, superior to frigates or smaller vessels for 
such service. 

The four first named vessels are now undergoing 
repairs, and the amount necessary for this purpose 
is already embraced in the estimate for the present 
year; so that, should they now be directed to be 
put in service it will be necessary to increase the 
estimates for the present year, not more than one 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars, and the com- 
mittee are authorized to state that this appropria- 
tion will net materially vary the state of the trea- 
sury, as disclosed by the secretary’s report, be. 
cause since the date of that report, there has been 
transferred to the surplus fund an ameunt of unex- 
pended balances of appropriation for the naval ser- 
vice sufficient to meet the increased expenditure. 
But the committee cannot suppose that where the 
safety of commerce and citizens of the United 
States, call imperiously for the exertion of the na- 
tional force, so small an expenditure can be a mate 
ter of any moment, If the protection be necessary, 
it must be yielded; and the only consideration cona 
nected with the cest should be, that the money ne- 
cessary to make it effectual, should not be wast. 
fully expended. 

On the whole, the committee are of opinion that 
the employment of a sufficient number of vessels 
inthe West India seas and Gulf of Mexico, autho- 
rized to make captures under the existing laws, 
&c. if the officers are properly industrious and en- 
terprizing, would afford all the protection requir- 
ed, and the committee therefore recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is expedient forthwith to fit out 
and put in service the corvettes Cyanne, John 
Adams, and the sloops of war Peacock and Erie, 
for the protection of commerce and the suppres- 
sion of piracy in the West India seas and Gulf of 
Mexico; and also to employ the frigate Constitu- 
tion, should the president of the United States 
deem the employment of a frigate necessary, for 
the purposes aforesaid. 

This report was ordered to be printed. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. J. 
Speed Smith, on the subject of commuting the pay, 
&c. of the cadets at West Point was taken up; 
when 

Mr. Cannon offered, as an addition or modifica. 
tion thereof, the following: “And also the number 
*‘ of Cadets in his opinion necessary to be educated 
* for the army.” 

The modification was accepted by the mover, 

Mr. Smith, of Md. objected to that part of the 
resolution which requested the opinion of the se. 
cretary of war. Such resolutions, he contended, 
should be confined to calls fur reports of facts. 

A considerable conversation or debate ensued— 
at length, Mr. J, S. Smith moved that the resolutiog 
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should lie on the table, that it might be called up 
on Monday, which was agreed te. 

Mr. Randolph, agreeably to notice heretofore 
given, introduced a joint resolution for the double 
purpose of raising a committee to select and ar- 
range such business as might be deemed indispen- 
sably necessary to be acted on’ ¥t sis session—and 
also to fix an early day for aajvurnment. 

On this motion there was much speaking---some 
were not willing to leave a selection and arrange- 
‘ment of the business to a committee, and others 
approved of the plan. Mr Randolph thought it was 
time that congress had adjourned; if the sessions 
were so protracted, as persons could not afford to 
remain in Washington for the pay they received, 
he feared that congress might be made up of the 
offal of all the professions——-not excepting th~ cle- 
rical. That no great measure had been brought 
forward except the bankrupt bill, and that had 
been previously cut and dried. He thought he 
should take the liberty of saying JVo to every pro- 
position that should be presented tothe house, be- 





for he was not prepared to vote away any more of’ 
of the money of the people, until that which had; 
been previously voted was fully accounted for, &c. 
&ec. Mr. Ba/dwin expressed his regret that the 
proposition had been brough: forward at the pre- 
sent period of the business of the house. Very 
little had been done. If there had been an unne- 
cessary waste of time the way to redeem it was—not 
to go away and leave the business unfinished, but 
not to make such waste of more. There was much 
important business that required attention—many 
petitions remained to be acted upon. There was 
much business before the house. The nation was 
extending in its population, in its territory, and in 
its interest, and in all its relations. He would ask, 
then, whether the members of the house could feel 
that they had done their duty, in going off before 
the public business was accomplished? He believ- 
ed thatthe apology of personalinconvenience would 
not be accepted. Mr. B. was not disposed to abridge 
the freedom of debate. He believed it was suited 
to the genius of the government—but it was gene- 


mencement of a session, and too little at the close. 
With him there was but one rule, and that was to 
do the public business—and then .djourn. 

The motion was laid on the table, by a small ma- 
jority 

A motion was then made that the house do now 
proceed to the orders of the day, (which question 
supercedes all new business)—- and it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. So the house passed on 


A bill entitled an act supplemental to an act, en- 
titled ‘tan act to authorize the appointment of com- 
missioners to lay out the road therein mentioned, 
(the Cumberland road,) was read a first and second 
time, and referred to a committee on roads and ca- 
nals 

A bill from the senate, entitled “an act to pro- 
vide for the due execution of the laws of the Unit- 
ed States within the state of Missouri, and for the 
establishment of a district court therein, was refer- 
red to the committee on the judiciary. 

The next subject in the orders of the day, was 
the report of the committee on military affairs on 
the petitions of the Spanish officers confined in 
Pensacola, which report recommended that the mili- 
tary committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof. The motion depending when 
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lay it on the table—which would be in effec: to put 
aside the subject. And, 

The question was taken on laying the same on the 
table, and decided in the affirmative, without a di. 
vision, 

The next business in order was, the considera- 
tion of the report of the committee of the whole 
on the bill making certain apj;.copriations for the 
support of the military establishment. 

The question which was under consideration, 
when this subject was last up, (on Friday week), 
was on agreeing to the appropriation for the milita- 
ry academy. : 

To this appropriation, to the amount proposed, 
objection was made by Mr. Cocké; whose object 
was to appropriate enough for the immediate sup. 
port of the institution only, wishing to have a full 
view of the expenses, &c. of this institution, that the 
people might see how much the United States 
paid for the support of the sons of the richest men 
in the country. 

On this subject a debate took place and a motion 
to recommit the bill was made—but lost. So the 
house proceeded with the bill, and without making 
any material alterations in it, as reported by the 
committee of the whole, went through it, and or- 
— it to be engrossed for a third reading on Mon- 

ay. 


Monday, March 4. Several reports were re- 
ceived from different committees, and variously 
disposed of. 

Mr. Williams, of N. C. laid on the table the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the president be requested to inform this house 
whether that portion of the army of the United States, now in 
Florida, is commanded by the otheers of the said army, or by the 
secretary of the territory,and, if by the latter, by what authority 
he is invested with such command. F 


Mr. Tracy called for the consideration of a re- 
solution by him submitted on a former day, pro- 
posing instructions to the naval committee to in- 
quire into the expediency of recommending a mo- 
dification of the annual appropriation for the gra- 
dual increase of the navy, so as to authorize the 
construction of vessels of a smaller size than those 
now authorized by law. The house agreed to con- 
sider the resolution. 


A long debate followed, in which the poli- 
cy of the course pursued in; regard to the navy 
was much spoken of. Some thought that the build- 
ing of heavy ships should be continued, and some 
thought it best to suspend the building of such 
vessels, Others believed that as the naval commit- 
tee had the subject under consideration, the house 
should not act upon the resolution just now—and 
others were of a different opinion. Some were for 
reducing the expenditures on naval affairs, and 
some were not: but ali that was said or could be 
said on the subject must be familiar to every one, 


abstract of the debate. At last, the resolution 
was agreed to. 
Mr. Wright submitted for consideration the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and post roads 
inquire into the expediency of preventing the carriage of the 
mails on the Sabbath day, and that they report by bill or other 
Wise. 

Mr. Wright made a speech of some length in fa- 
vor of his resolution—but the house, at once, re- 
fused to consider it. 

The orders of the day being then called for, the 
bill making an appropriation for the support o 
the military establishment for the year 1822, w% 
read a third time; when 





this subject was last under consideration, was, to | 


After some attempts to amend, or re-commit the 


and we shall not attempt to make even a brief F 
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bill--it was passed and sent to the senate for con- 


rrence—ayes 1353, noes 23. 
The bankrupt bill was then called up-—but a mo- 
tion to adjourn being negatived, and afterwards 
renewed, was carried, and the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, March 5. Many reports were received 
from different committees, not of general interest. 


Mr, Mercer submitted the following resolution: 


esolved, That the committee on public buildings be instructed 
Se nebet ty whether such an alteration can be effected of the hall 
now occupied by the house, as will fit it for the purpose of a de- 
liberative assembly; and, if this be deemed im icable, whe- 
ther a suitable apartment can be provided in the centre building 
of the capitol, for the accommodation of the house of representa- 
tives. : 

Mr. Wood proposed to amend the resolution by 


inserting, after the word “ Resolved,” the following: 


The speaker also presented a communication 
from the department of war, exhibiting acompara- 
tive view of the expenditures of the war establish. 
ment, and the military academy, for several years 
past, which, on motion of Mr. Baldwin, was refer- 
red to a committee of the whole house on the state 
of the union, 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 6, The following gentlemen 
were announced as being added to the cominittee 
on the public buildings, for the purpose of exa- 
mining into the practicability of improving the 
representatives’ chamber, viz: Messts. Whipple, 
Eddy, Barber, of Con. Mattocks, McLane, Wright, 
Gist, Gilmer, Johnson, of Lou. Rankin, Moore, of 





“That the committee on public buildings be instructed to ine | 
quire inte the expediency of changing the position of the speak-— 
er's chair, placing it in front of the present entrance into | 
the ball; and, also, of ans the seats of the members paral- | 
Yel with the diameter of the hall, so as to front the chair in its new 

ition.” 

After some debate, the motion of Mr. Mercer 
was agreed to, without the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Wood. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals he instructed 
¢o inyuire into the expediency of appointing commissioners to 
examine and report as to the practicability and probable expense 
of connecting, by a canal, the Potomac and Youghagany rivers; 
uniting the eastern with the western waters. ‘ 

Mr. Archer, of Virginia, submitted the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That the appointment, daring the past year, of a go- 
verner of the provinces of East and West Florida, invested with 
farger powers than were exercised by the officers of the existing 
government of the said provinces, at the time of their delivery to 
the United States, was not authorized by the act of the last ses 
sion of congress, entitled “an act for carrying into execution the 
treaty between the United States and Spain, coneluded at Wash- 
ington, on the 2/d day of F-bruary, 1819.’ : 

Resolved, That the appointment of a governor of the provinces 
of East and West Florida, with authority to exercise supreme ju- | 
dicial, in conjunction with supreme executive powers within the 
same, was @ ¢ontravention of the constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, That the arrest and imprisonment, in the month of Au- 
qust last. in Pensacola, in the province of W. Florida,by order of the 
chief ¢xecutive officer therein, of Don JoseCallava, then or recently 
cbsrged with the functions and character of a commissioner of the 
government of Spain, were in contravention of the immunities , 
attached to the condition of agents of a public character, by the | 
law and usage of civilized nations. 

Resolved. That the issuing, about the same time, by the same | 
officer, of a citation, in the nature of process of contempt, against | 
@ person holding the commission of a judge of the United States 
within the said previnee, for an alleged undue discharge of a ju- | 
dical function, was a proceeding not warranted by any legal au- 
thority vested in the said officer. , 

Mr. Archer was proceeding to state the motives 
which induced him to offer the resolves; when 

The question to consider the resolves (which ad- 
mits of no debate) was put, and decided in the ne- 
gative. So the house refused “now to consider” 


these resolutions. 

A joint resolution from the senate for fixing the 
time of adjournment of the present session of con. 
gress, (Ist Monday in April) was received and read 
a first time; and, on motion of Mr. Hill, was laid on 
the table. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole onthe bankrnpt bill. Mr. Lowndes con- 
cluded his argument—Mr. Baldwin opposed the 
Striking out of the first section, and Mr. T'ucker 
aavocated it. Mr. ill commenced a speech, but 
at half past 3 o’clock the committee rose, &c. 


The speaker presented a communication from the 
president of the United States, on the subject of 
woollens purchased for the army of the United 
States, which, on motion, was laid on the table. 


The speaker also presented a communication 
from the president of the United States on the sub- 
ject of navy yards, naval stations, &c. which, on 
motion of Mr. Hill, was reterred to the committee 





tor the district of Alabama. 


leave to sit 


Ala. Rhea, Metcalf, Chambers, Cook, Hendricks, and 
Scott. 
Mr. Cannon laid on the table the following reso- 
lution: : 
Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to report to this 


: house the names and grade of the officers now in the army of the 


United States who hold brevet commissions; distinguishing those 


, brevetted for gallant conduct in battle from those brevetted for 
| other causes, and stating the cause in each case. 


On motion of Mr. Steriing, ot N. Y. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making immediate provisions 
for the survey of the public lands in the territories of East and 
West Florida, aud fur the sale of such portion of the same as may 
be consistent with good policy. 

The speaker taid betore the house a letter ad- 


dressed to him by Edwin Lewis, of Alabama, com- 


| plaining of alleged official misconduct on the part 


of Charles Tait, district judge of the United States 
The letter was read, 
and after some opposition, referred to the judiciary 
committee. 

The bankrupt bill was then discussed in a com- 
mittee of the whole—Mr. Wright spoke two hours 


‘In Opposition to the motion to strike out the first 


section: Mr. Cushman continued the debate till 4 
o’clock—on motion of Mr. Dwight, the committee 
rose and reported, and onthe question of granting 
in— 

Mr. Taylor, of New-York, remarked, that he had 
thought the time had nearly arrived in which it was 
proper for the house to expect the report of the 
committee of the whole on this bill. The subject 
had beena long time debated; and, although he had 
listened with patience and pleasure to the able ar- 
guments that had been made on the question, yet 
he would suggest to the friends of the bill whether 
there was not danger, by protracting a decision on 
it, that they might experience a fate like that of the 
general who wasted in deliberations in the camp 
that time he should have employed in gathering 
laurels on the field. Mr. T. had intended to ex- 
press Ais sentiments on the subject; but, from the 
course it had taken, his purpose had been chang- 
ed, and he could not but hope that, when the house 
went next into committee, they would not rise 
again until the preliminary question now under dis- 
cussion should be determined He made these ob- 
servations, therefore, with the hope that there 
would be to-morrow a full house, prepared to de. 
cide on the question. 

Mr. Sergeant concurred in many of the senti- 
ments advanced by the gentleman from N. York, 
(Mr. Taylor) but he thought this was a subject, 
in regard to which, from its nature, the house must 
regulate how far and to what length the deba e 
should be extended. He could not forbear how- 
ever, to notice that the subject of this bill, though 
several years on the tapis, had never received a 
full and fair discussion or décision, and that it had 
not really occupied at this session as much of the 





on naval affairs, 


| tame of the house as would appear, inasmuch as it 
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had been often put aside to give way to other bu- 
siness that seemed to press upon the house. He 
would further observe, that the advocates of the 
motion, who were opposed to the bill, were prin- 
cipally first heard, and perhaps it would be but jus- 
tice that its friends should be heard inreply. Al- 
though he accorded with the general sentiment 
advanced by his friend from N. York, yet he hoped 
the house would not fix with precision the day or 
the hour on which the debate should close. 

After a few further remarks by Messrs. Taylor 
and Sergeant, the committee obtained leave to sit 
again, and , 

The house adjourned. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS—MARCH 7. 

In the senate—a petition was presented from 
John Cleves Semmes, stating his belief of an inha. 
bited concave to this globe. and asking the fitting 
out of an expedition to make discoveries! A mo- 
tion was made to refer it to the committee on /o- 
reign relations---but it was laid on the table. 

The chief part of this day was spent in the con- 
sideration of executive business. 


House of representatives. Mr. Sergeant made a 
report on the subject whether the bank of the U. 
States had not taken, &c. more than six per cent. 
interest. We cannot give the report at this late 
hour; but it justifies the bank in its manner of do- 
ing business. Mr. S. proposed that the report 
should be laid on the table, and printed. Mr. 
Colden objected to it---he wished to act upon the 
subject immediately. It was laid on the table, to 
be called up at any time, as suggested by Mr. C. 


Mr. Cannon’s resolution about brevet officers 
was agreed to. The house refused to take up the 
resolution from the senate fixing a period for the 
adjournment of congress, Mr. Cocke’s resolution 
about. certain allowances to the attorney general 
was agreed to be considered, and, after debate, was 
agreed to. 


The house resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole on the bankrupt bill---Messrs, Dwight, 
Burrows, of Con. and Mr. Sergeant, severally spoke 
against striking out the first section, and the com- 
mittee rose, and had leave to sit again. 





PThe “National Intelligencer” of the 8th (yes- 
terday) observes—A bill is now before the house 
of representatives, having been reported on Mon- 
day last by the committee of ways and means, the 
title of which is, ‘a bill to revive and amend the se. 
veral acts imposing duties on imports and tonnage.” 
This bill proposes certain alterations of the present 
tariff of duties on imports; and, we incline to think, 
has a chance of being discussed; and, if discussed, 
of being passed, at the present session of congress. 


As the subject is of much importance, we shall 
publish the bill at large in our next paper. The 
principal object of the bill is to increase the duties 
on silks, iron, hardware, and a variety of specified 
articles, and to change certain duties, which are 
now ad valorem, to specific duties. 








CHRONICLE. 


Naval. We have noticed the recent departure 
of the Alligator, from Charleston, to cruise on the 
coast of Cuba. The U.S. schooners Porpoise and 
Revenge sailed on the 23rd ult. with the same pur- 
pose——pirate-hunting. 
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The U. §. ship Franklin and the schooner Dolphin, 
arrived at Rio Janeiro in November last, all well, 
_ The U.S. brig Spark, lieut. com. Elton, has ar. 
rived at Charleston, from a cruise along the main 
of South America, and in the West Indies. She 
has on board seven pirates, which she took out of 2 
Dutch vessel recaptured by her and given up to her 
former master and crew. — 


\ 

Letters have been received from an officer on 
board the U.S. brig Enterprize. An attempt had 
been made to catch some pirates at Cape Antonio, 
but they escaped—a schooner and a boat, however, 
were captured and their settlement set on fire. 
The papers of several vessels were found at the 
settlement. ‘The Enterprize had visited Port au 
Prince—an officer went ashore to arrange a salute. 
He speaks of the commandant as a man of busi- 
ness and a gentleman—polite, but neither foppish 
nor stiff. They entered into general discussions, 


which were “handled with ease by the sable states. 
man,” : 


Com. Macdonough. The sword voted to this dis. 
tinguished officer by the crew of the Guerriere, 
while in the Mediterranean, has lately been receiv. 
edbyhim. Itis of the purest polished steel, richly 
ornamented. On the scabbard is this inscription— 
“The crew of the U. S. ship Guerriere to captain 
Thomas Macdonough.” On oneside of the blade, 
“No impressment;” on the other, “Maintain your 
rights.” 

Died, on the 22nd ult. at Hagerstown, Md. Mrs. 
Catherine Carla, aged one hundred and nine years, 
eight months and twenty-eight days. 


A Steam engine, of one hundred and forty horse 
power, is at work in a coal mine, in Nottingham 
county, England, the property of the duke of Port- 
land. ‘The cylinder is 78 inches in diameter, the 
beam weighs 12 tons; and at every stroke raises 
15 tons of water. 


Baltimore Alms House. In the house, Nov. 1, 
1820, 104 men, 139 women, 76 children, total 319; 
received during the year 831 persons—discharg- 
ed, eloped or died 764—remaining, Sist Oct. 
1821, 386. 


Humane and criminal institutions in the city of 
New York—Annual census, Jan. 1, 1822. In the 
Orphan Institution 84 boys, 52 girls, 136; increase 
since last year 13. In the City Alms House 1,604, 
of whom 93 are blacks, and 30 maniacs; decrease - 
174. In the City Hospital 133 patients, 82 luna- 
tics—215; decrease 10. In the Debtor’s prison 
216; decrease 301! In Bridewell 141, of whom 57 
are black; increase 35. In the Penitentiary 344 
decrease 2. In the State Prison 553, of whom 
228 are black; decrease 27, Total last year 3379; 
in the present 3209—decrease 170. 


Rhede Island. It is proposed in Rhode Island to 
reduce the number of judges in that state from 58 
to 6, 


Florida. While some persons represent this 
country as consisting almost exclusively of swamps 
and sand hills, barren and unproductive, others 
make it a very paradise. A late letter writer, “who 
has surveyed all Florida,” says, there are twenty 
millions of the best sugar and cotton lands in the 
world—that all the fruits of St. Domingo are found 
there, growing wild; that live oak is abundant and 
of enermous size; that the olive tree flourishes 48 
well asin France, &c. 
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